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President ’s Message
It’s been a remarkable year at Light of Christ Catholic Schools!

We educated more students than ever before. In fact, we welcomed 
the largest kindergarten class in our history -  a true example of the 
incredible enrollment growth happening at our schools. We are grateful 
that more families are choosing Catholic education for their children.

In November, we launched our Keep the Promise Capital Campaign to 
build a new home for SMCHS and prepare our existing schools for the 
bold future ahead. This edition of Spirit will provide an update on our 
progress so far and offer a timeline on what’s ahead for the campaign as 
we build the best Catholic education system for our students.

This campaign is based on the need for space to educate more students, not just a desire for a new 
building.

• Over the past four years, 16 sections have been added at the elementary schools. (That’s 16 more 
classrooms and 16 additional teachers.) 

• We already have 53 more students registered to attend our schools next year,  (4.3% growth) with 
more students expected to enroll before the fall.

• Next year, we will be at 107% of capacity. To provide the additional space we need for our students, 
we will be utilizing four modular/portable classrooms at the Academy and SMCHS and two 
portable classrooms at St. Mary’s Grade School.

• This year, we had 69 SMCHS graduates. But next year, we expect to educate approximately 500 
junior high and high school students, with class sizes ranging from 76-95 students per grade level. 

• This year, we will again welcome 109 kindergarten students (compared to 71 and 80 students in that 
class for the two 13-14’ & 14-15’ previous years). 

• We expect to break ground on the new high school in fall of 2017. We are currently working 
on renovations and additions to our existing facilities. If we continue to meet our financial 
benchmarks, the new SMCHS campus will open in fall 2019.

There are so many amazing stories happening in our schools and we want to keep you updated on our 
continued progress. Please register your email with us at keepthepromise.net to receive our bi-weekly 
email updates. 

Christ is at work at Light of Christ Catholic Schools! Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers as we keep our promise of excellence in Catholic education.

Blessings,

Gerald T. Vetter
Light of Christ Catholic Schools President

CONNECTED
STAY

Like us on Facebook
Light of Christ

Catholic Schools

Follow us on Twitter
@LightofChristND

www.keepthepromise.net
www.LightofChristSchools.org

#lightofchristschools

“Let it be known
to all who enter here,
that Christ is the 
reason for this school.”



For generations in the Bismarck community, there have been few things as constant as 
Catholic education. When we see the pictures and hear the stories of the Benedictine 
nuns and priests that came here 140 years ago, it can seem quite distant. One thing we 
can be assured of; those dedicated religious came to fulfill a promise to God, His people 
and themselves. It was a promise to serve the people of the Northern Dakota Territory by 
nurturing the mind, body and spirit. Thus, they started St. Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s School 
and St. Alexius hospital.

It is important to look back once in a while, especially in times when one ventures to look 
forward. When people recall the anchor that holds their place in history, they often find 
that which should be their guide as they plan for the future.  In the case of our Bismarck 
Catholic community, our anchor is a promise.

The name of this capital campaign is not a coincidence. It is not a “memorable title” 
conjured up to inspire nostalgia or pride. “Keep the Promise” is not a proper noun; it does 
not describe what our campaign is. 

It is a verb that describes what our campaign does.

And what does our campaign do? It brings a multitude of faithful people together that 
desire whole-heartedly to see Catholic education continue to thrive in the Bismarck-
Mandan area for another hundred years. It Keeps the Promise to our children and 
grandchildren that our parents and grandparents kept to us. 

Who sent to us Christ
as our Light in the

darkness, send again,
we beg you, the Light
of Christ to guide this
great work so that we
may keep our promise
to the next generation.

May we allow His
Light to fill the souls
of our children and

students with virtue,
the minds of our

parents and teachers
with wisdom, and the
hearts of our friends
and benefactors with

generosity.

Through the
intercession of the

Blessed Virgin Mary,
may our Catholic

Schools be a sanctuary
of love shining with the

Light of Christ.

Amen

Imprimatur
Bishop David D. Kagan

God OurFather,
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• Campaign began in November 2015 
with donation of 48 acres of land

• Foundation Phase (reaching out for 
pace-setter gifts) began January 2015

• Amount raised to date in 
Foundation Phase: $8.25 Million 
(land donation not included)

• Other Foundation gifts needed:  
$11.75 million

• My Promise Phase (reach out to 
entire community and all alumni 
around the country) kick-off:     
Sept. 10, 2016.

$36 Million
New St. Mary’s Central
High School campus

$1.5 Million
Contingency expenses

and final phase projects

$5 Million
Upgrades to current

school facilities

$4 Million
Donor-advised fund for

sustainable maintenance
of new facility

$46.5 Million
Total

CAMPAIGNHighlights



Light of Christ Catholic Schools incorporated by the five 
Bismarck parishes 

Financial, accounting, payroll, tuition structure and collection 
are integrated into one system. Assessment of current 
physical structures begins. 

Creation of 7th and 8th Grade Academy 

Gerald Vetter named President. Teacher and staff salaries/
benefits for all schools unified. Central enrollment office 
created. Funding model and approval of first break-even 
budget. 

Project 100 introduced with the goal of attaining 100 
kindergarteners. Note: Goal exceeded with 109 children 
enrolling in 2015-16 academic year. 

The Dr. Ron and Ruth Knutson family announce donation of 
48 acres for the new St. Mary’s Central High School building. 

Foundation Phase of capital campaign begins. Large
in-kind and monetary gift resources identified. Full campaign 
committee leadership begins monthly meetings. 

Work continues to define needs of current structures 

Bi-weekly communication with stakeholders initiated 

Addressing urgent needs/repairs:
Central heating/air control systems, Walk-in coolers, 
Problematic sewer lines, Kitchen convection ovens,
Network/security configuration

Addressing urgent spacing needs: Purchase/setup/furnishing 
of 6 portables - SMCHS and SMGS, Purchase of additional 
Academy lockers 

Update on Foundation Phase gifts will be released.
My Promise Phase of the campaign kicks off. Large community 
event to be held on Saints Drive. 

Forecasted groundbreaking for new
St. Mary’s Central High School 
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There are several approaches 
an organization can take 
when announcing a capital 
campaign. Some choose to put 
up the website, send out letters 
and start accepting pledges of 
all sizes immediately. Others 
choose an approach where 
you work to build a strong 
base of your donations first 
and follow that with a more 
public phase.

The Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools Capital Campaign 
is following the two-step 
approach by starting with a 
Foundation Phase which will 
be followed by the
My Promise Phase. 

FOUNDATION 
PHASE
During the Foundation 
Phase, potential donors of 
gifts of $100,000 or more 
are contacted to assess their 
interest level. The goal is 
to raise nearly half of the 
project’s needs through this 
avenue. Priests, school staff 
and campaign volunteers are 
in meetings with a number of 
potential donors at this time. 

MY PROMISE
PHASE
The My Promise phase is 
when we open the giving 
to the general public. Both 
phases are equally important. 
Every gift, regardless of size, 
is equally valued as we take 
on the tasks of updating our 
current schools, building a 
new school and creating an 
endowment fund for future 
needs.

We plan to initiate My 
Promise activities this fall and 
we’ll continue to keep you 
posted regarding progress of 
the Foundation Phase in our 
bi-weekly email updates and 
posts on keepthepromise.net.

Since the effort to coordinate Catholic education in Bismarck/Mandan was announced 
in 2012, a great deal has been accomplished. While so much of the work for the first 
three years was behind the scenes, we are excited to enter the time when we can share 
our story with the community. 

This is a tentative timeline demonstrating where we’ve been and how the campaign 
will unfold in the next two years.

2014

2015
2016

2017

2013

2012

CAMPAIGNTimeline
July 1

August 25

July 1

October 1

November 24

January 4

February

March

Summer

September

Fall



Bishop David D. Kagan and the Diocese 
of Bismarck announced it will donate
$3 million to the Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools expansion effort. It is 
the largest single gift the Diocese has 
given to an entity.

Bishop David Kagan shared the 
news with a gathering of supporters, 
challenging them to commit to 
educating the future generations of 
Bismarck-Mandan. “Now is the time 
to step forward and become a part 
of something much larger and more 
influential than you can accomplish 
individually,” stated Kagan. “Our 
commitment to a Catholic education 
with high academic standards for 
the youth of today and tomorrow is 
unwavering and impels us to give 
sacrificially.”

Light of Christ Catholic Schools 
unveiled plans for the largest expansion 
project in its 138 years of existence in 
November 2015. Dr. Ron and Ruth 
Knutson and their family donated nearly 
48 acres of land, located just north of 
57th Street and east of Washington 
Street in Bismarck, to provide a new 
home for St. Mary’s Central High 
School.

In addition to plans for building a 
new school, the current high school 
and academy on Second Street will 
be converted to a full middle school 
academy. Upgrades have been made, 
and will continue to be made to 
the current schools serving pre-
kindergarten and elementary students. 
More information can be found at 
keepthepromise.net.

The rapidly growing interest in Catholic 
education has spurred the need for 
expansion. Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools has experienced a 20 percent 
increase in students in the past five 
years. There is an increase of 4.3 percent 
in enrollment for the 2016-17 school 
year, with more students expected to 
register before the fall.

The capital campaign is being chaired 
by Vern Dosch, a graduate of St. Mary’s 
Central High School, father of three 
SMCHS graduates and currently the 
CEO of NISC (National Information 
Solutions Cooperative.) Dosch accepted 
the gift from the Diocese stating, “This 
is a great day for Catholic education in 
Bismarck-Mandan. The support of the 
Diocese is a critical piece in moving this 
effort forward.”

Our success in all our Bismarck Catholic Schools is founded on a commitment to academic 
excellence, dynamic and passionate faculty, personal care and attention to the needs of each and 
every student... all rooted in Christ and our Catholic faith. This is what students experience each 
and every day when they enter our schools. Our new St. Mary’s Central High School, built on 
this established foundation and coupled with a state-of-the-art learning facility, will prepare us 
for the next 50-75 years of excellent Catholic education in Bismarck. These are exciting times for 
our Catholic Community! May God Bless us all and our efforts to achieve our goal.

– Most Reverend David Kagan, Bishop,
Diocese of Bismarck, ND
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Pictured on the land for
the new SMCHS
Left to Right:
Msgr. James Braaten,
Msgr. Thomas Richter,
Fr. Wayne Sattler,
Bishop David Kagan,
Fr. Jared Johnson,
Msgr. Gene Lindemann,
Fr. Paul Becker

Diocese of Bismarck Announces $3 Million Gift
to Keep the Promise Capital Campaign

Our commitment



It is exciting to look 
forward and see the 

future St. Mary’s 
Central High School.

In this edition of Spirit,
we share artist’s renderings 

and photos from an 
existing facility so you can 
see what all the excitement 

is about! 

Our new school was 
modeled after the Lourdes 
High School as an exterior 
architectural design that 

will house our unique 
interior design.
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futureThe
OF ST. MARY’S CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
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Our new high school facility will enable students to 
experience the fullness of 21st century Catholic education. 
In keeping with our Benedictine roots, we believe that true 
Christian formation engages the entirety of the person.

Academics

MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT

KEEPING CHRIST AS OUR FOCUS

The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life.

Our Chapel will be a prominent focal point of our campus. We are
expanding our chapel to ensure it will seat an entire class for
Mass, adoration and reconciliation services.

Just as Christ is at the heart of Christian life, our chapel will be
at the heart of our school campus.

Chapel
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Our new facilities will allow our athletic programs to 
continue (over the next several decades) in the tradition 
of excellence St. Mary’s Central High School strives for.

Athletics

Fine Arts
TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

INSPIRE OUR MINDS

The Arts elevate our heart and expand 
our minds. For the first time in 
history, Light of Christ will construct 
an entire wing devoted to a vibrant 
Arts program that includes music, 
performing arts and Fine Arts.



Another graduating class has left its mark in Saints 
history by adding to the rich tradition of academic 
excellence. This year’s graduating class earned $1.1 
million in scholarships and featured seventeen 
students with a GPA of 4.0 or higher. Additionally, 
this time of year is such a gift for our excellent faculty 
and staff as they observe our graduating class and all 
students celebrate their successes, reflect on their setbacks, and cherish all 
the memories they have made with their classmates. We hope their time at 
our school brought deep joy and fulfillment which will bear great fruit as 
they continue to grow.  Here at St. Mary’s, we’re the “home of the Saints.”  
However, we want our students to know that the “saints” are more than just 
a mascot. The saints are people who throughout their lives answered the call 
to spiritual greatness with great humility. At St. Mary’s Central High School 
we do all we can to help our students answer that call by giving them ample 
opportunities in and outside of the classroom to pursue truth, awaken their 
hearts, and encounter Christ. Listed below are some of the highlights of those 
opportunities. 

There is no doubt that another graduating class has left its mark in the memorable history books of St. Mary’s Central High 
School.  However, our greatest hope and desire it that over these past four years, SMCHS has left a mark in the minds, hearts, 
and souls of our students.  As always, we earnestly hope our students have come to understand the importance of pursuing 
truth, knowing that God is the foundation of all truth, we pray they have had countless experiences which have awakened their 
hearts to the vast and immense love of God, and we pray they have encountered Christ in one another, in our faculty, staff, and 
administration, and in the most important component life has to offer—a friendship with Christ himself.  If they have done this, 
they have begun to realize what a real saint is.  For in the end, the overriding goal of an education at St. Mary’s Central High 
School isn’t just to attain high ACT scores or win state championships, but to equip saints for life in this world and the next.  If we 
have done that through our instruction, prayer, and example, then we too have reason to join in with our graduates by throwing 
our caps up high, knowing that all was done to prepare them for life in this world and the next (eternity)! 
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Pursuing Truth 
• Robotics State 

Championship 
• Graduating seniors had an 

opportunity to earn up to 32 
college credits 

• ACT scores ranked among 
some of the highest in the 
state of North Dakota  

• All sports teams earned 
the team scholar award by 
earning a GPA of 3.2 and 
above    

• Students won a Mathematics 
competition at the 
University of Mary 

Awakening Hearts
• Junior students represented our 

school and won the State Know 
Your Faith Championship for the 
fourth time in six years by defeating 
Shanley, Trinity, and Bishop Ryan 
High Schools  

• FBLA students (45) participated in 
the Ministry on the Margins food 
drive  

• Choir students performed a world 
premier composition for the 
“Bismarck Sings” concert    

• SMCHS Jazz and Marching band 
students (69) participated in an 
eight day performing tour in Hawaii

Encountering Christ
• Students experienced an action-packed 

Catholic Schools Week in January 
which featured Sarah Swafford

• Monthly Mass, penance services, daily 
Eucharistic Adoration, and weekly 
confessions and Rosary   

• Junior students (50) embarked on a 
pilgrimage to Rome this summer   

• Senior students (25) will experience a 
mission trip in Peru, South America 
this summer

• Junior and senior students (57) 
attended the March for Life in 
Washington D.C. and were stranded for 
21 hours on the Pennsylvania Turnpike

Principal Reed Ruggles

St. Mary’s  
    CentralHigh School

Photo credit: Will Kincaid, 
Bismarck Tribune



It’s time to reflect on all of the wonderful things that have happened 
at Cathedral School this past year. Our school continues to grow 
as we had the great pleasure of educating nearly 250 students with 
multiple sections in all but two grade levels. This has given us the 
opportunity to welcome many new families into our school and they 
have all been wonderful additions to our Cathedral School Family. 

Over the course of this past school year, our students have enjoyed 
the use of our newly renovated playground, Chromebooks for grades 
4-6, Lego Robotics, and a new iPad cart. Our students have been 
exposed to the benefits of our new technology in all subject areas 
including the use of Chromebooks to compose their own original 
music with Mrs. Cook and iPads to create “Claymation” in Ms. 
Vinje’s Art class. Our Cathedral students also learned about giving 

back to the community with monthly NUD (non-uniform) days 
raising money for local charities chosen by our students, various 
community service activities during Catholic Schools Week, and 
activities with local retirement homes and hospitals. This has been 
a year of growth both spiritually and educationally for all of our 
students.

As we look forward to next year, it is with great excitement that we 
continue to “Keep the Promise” as we are again welcoming many 
new families to our school and have hired additional staff to support 
the education of our students. We wish you all a blessed summer as 
we now begin the work of preparing our school for the arrival of our 
amazing students again in the fall!
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Light of  
      ChristAcademy

The Light of Christ Academy completed another successful year 
with the graduation of 83 eighth graders, and 95 seventh graders 
moving up as leaders of the 2016-17 school year.  The faculty and 
staff provided these 178 students a Christ-centered, middle-school 
environment that allowed them to grow spiritually, academically, 
physically and socially.  

Spiritually, students were provided the opportunity to prepare 
for the sacrament of confirmation; attended weekly Mass with Fr. 
Jared Johnson and Fr. Robert Shea; participated in reconciliation 
services and service projects; prayed daily; performed the Stations of 
the Cross for their fellow students and elementary schools; walked 
through the Holy Doors of Mercy at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit; 
and experienced daily encounters with Christ through their teachers 
and fellow students.
 
Academically, students earned above-state-average North Dakota 
State Assessment scores; a majority of students earned a GPA 
between a 3.0 – 4.0; participated on the Speech team, in Robotics, 

and Future Business Leaders of America; experienced our nation’s 
history through a Close-Up trip to Washington, DC; earned high 
school credit in Spanish and Algebra I.
 
Physically, students learned in an environment that is age- and size-
appropriate for middle school students; classrooms with stationary 
bikes, rolling desks, movable tables and chairs; participated in Heath 
and Physical Education each day; enjoyed outside (or gym) time 
after lunch.
 
Socially, students enjoyed the opportunity to make new friends (they 
were so willing to mix and mingle!); found common interests with 
other students and faculty through the numerous Exploratory classes 
(ex:  fishing at Sweetbriar Lake, playing pinochle, reading in Book 
Club); participated in Student Council and attended school dances.
 
The Light of Christ Academy looks forward to welcoming nearly 90 
new 7th graders for the upcoming school year!
 

Principal Matt Strinden

Principal Carmen Cain

Cathedral
     of the
 Holy SpiritElementary School



As we close another chapter of our lives this year at St. Mary’s Grade 
School, we take time to reflect on this wonderful school year. Through 
the collective efforts of our students, parents, and staff, substantial 
progress was made on so many levels in our school community.

At the student level, we again witnessed significant improvement 
with all of our students as we provided challenging yet attainable 
experiences and education at all grade levels. Through our 
rigorous curriculum, our intervention programming, and our high 
expectations of respect and moral behavior, all of our students 
regardless of age or ability made extensive, well-rounded progress 
throughout the year.

Like past years, so many of our activities and offerings would not 
have occurred had it not been for the continued support of our 
fabulous parent community. Our fundraising events throughout 
the year raised more than $82,000, and with those funds we were 
able to sustain our investment in technological resources, increase 
our Library resources, complete our classroom storage and flooring 
project, provide supplementary learning materials for our students, 
and much more.

More important than the fundraising however was the organization 
by our PTO of several events throughout the year designed to create 
and foster relationships between our families. These events are critical 
components of our strong school culture, and we take this time to 
acknowledge all of our parents for the work they do in sustaining 
such a positive and sincere environment.

Lastly, I acknowledge our extraordinary staff at St. Mary’s Grade 
School. We are a family with a common thread of compassion, 
intelligence, dedication, and humility, guided by the Holy Spirit in 
our Mission of Christ. I thank God each day for placing me in the 
midst of such wonderful human beings. May we all continue to learn 
from their example of servant leadership.

FAITH:  Students celebrated their 
faith throughout the year with many 
opportunities for spiritual development. 
In addition to weekly Mass and the second 
grade sacraments of First Penance and 
First Communion, all students attended 
Eucharistic Adoration monthly and 
participated in Advent and Lent retreats.
Fr. Sattler and Fr. Nelson along with    

Deacon Joe visited the classrooms weekly.  
Students also attended Children’s Holy Hour, 
Mass of Remembrance, Catholic Schools 
Week CSW-All School Mass and Chrism 
Mass with Bishop Kagan.  

KNOWLEDGE: It was another year of 
academic success as several students won 
local, state, and regional competitions in 
academics or co-curricular competitions. 
Molly Jackson and Bergan Wilkens were 
ND champions in the Knights of Columbus 
poster contest, Savanah Benz won the Elks 
Hoop Shoot at the local, state, and regional 
levels and competed at the nationals in 
Chicago.  Kylie Hoherz won the Sertoma 
Club Essay Contest, and MacKenzie 
Hamilton competed in the state finals of 
the National Geographic competition.  
Academic excellence also continues as 
students scored very well on the ND State 
Assessments in reading/language arts (75%) 
and mathematics (82%) proficient/advanced!  

Our very generous PTO sponsored many 
educational opportunities throughout 

the year including seven days of robotics, 
engineering, super structure bridge building 
and coding, along with our annual
Art Show which showcased the art pieces of 
our students along with ethnic foods from 
their studies of world cultures. Graham 
Hepburn, co-founder of Quaver’s Wonderful 
World of Music, made a personal appearance 
at our spring music concert and shared his 
passion for music with students. 

SERVICE: Students and staff shared their 
time, talents, and treasures by organizing 
numerous community and school wide 
projects.  Birthday Bundles were organized 
and given to the Bismarck Cancer Center for 
those receiving treatments on their birthday, 
a baby shower was held for the First Choice 
Clinic as the baby chicks were being hatched 
in science class, over 7,000 food items 
were donated to the Backpacks for Kids 
program to help feed area students in need, 
and monetary support was provided to the 
Missionaries of Charity, founded by Mother 
Teresa.
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Saint AnneSchool

St. Mary’sGrade School
Principal Tony Fladeland

Principal Cori Hilzendeger



Patrick and Mary Dirk are two people who understand that hard work 
is the bridge between vision and success. The Dirks’ story is proof that 
relishing the journey is what makes the destination possible. Today 
Pat and Mary call Newport Beach, CA home. Yet, their roots are in the 
earth of North Dakota. To this day the Dirks attribute their faith and 
values to growing up in Bismarck and their Catholic education.

The Dirks, like many of our current St. Mary’s Central High School 
students, did not grow up wealthy. In fact, hearing them reminisce 
about growing up in Bismarck, sounds much like that of the many 
generations that have passed through the halls of SMCHS since. Mary 
played coronet in the band and was in the marching band as well. 
Pat played football and was a member of the first St. Mary’s wrestling 
team. Both will tell you they enjoyed high school and felt they received 
an excellent educational foundation.  

However, it is not just academics that the Dirks bring up when they 
talk about their time at SMCHS. They talk about how St. Mary’s was 
a family for them. They grew up, for the most part, amongst people 
who shared strong values, strong faith and a knowledge that hard work 
would be the key to making a life for themselves and their family. 

Mary attended Cathedral Grade 
school and Pat attended St. Mary’s 

Grade school. Pat and Mary both graduated from SMCHS in 1958 and were married in 
1960 at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Pat and Mary probably never fully 
envisioned where their path would lead them. From receiving a commission 
in the North Dakota National Guard in 1961, through working for the North 
Dakota Tax Department and graduating from Bismarck State College in 1969, 
the Dirks were never idle.   

By the time Pat and Mary decided to move to Grand Forks so Pat could continue 
his education at UND, Lorrie, Suzanne and Brian had become “partners” in the 
Dirk family and by 1972, when Pat graduated with his MA in accounting and 
finance, the last member of the family, Kristine, was born.  

After graduation, Pat worked for a decade in the Minneapolis area, first as an 
accountant and then as controller and eventually President of Kroy Inc. In 1982, Pat, 
who had served honorably in the North Dakota National Guard and Minnesota Air 
National Guard, retired as a Lt. Colonel in 1982. That same year Pat and Mary 
started their own company, The Troy Group Inc.  The company specializes in layered 
printing security for sensitive documents.  Today the company has over 140 employees and is represented in 100 countries around the world. 

While Pat and Mary have enjoyed great success in their professional endeavors, you will rarely hear about their business or life without proud 
mention of their four children and 14 grandchildren.   One has only to be around the Dirks and their family for a short time to realize that it is 
family that comes first.  The Dirk family business ventures are at the service of their family, not the other way around, which can so easily become 
the case these days. 

While Pat and Mary have lived and worked far away from North Dakota for almost 30 years, they have not forgotten where they came from. When 
asked why they have decided to give back so generously to SMCHS over the past 10 years, the first thing Pat will tell you is, “I didn’t realize until 
years later that someone had helped subsidize my education at SMCHS.  I thought my family had paid our entire tuition, not realizing that the 
Catholic parishes of Bismarck and other benefactors gave generously to make my education possible.”  

This realization prompted the Dirks to initiate the Pat and Mary Dirk Tuition Assistance Scholarship. Each year the Dirks contribute $32,500 to this 
matching fund and match dollar for dollar the contributions of other alumni and friends of SMCHS.  That means each year this fund contributes up 
to $65,000 a year for annual scholarships. The selfless generosity of the Dirks and all the others who have contributed to this fund over the years, is a 
real life example of how the St. Mary’s family continues to pay it forward for future generations of Saints. 

SMCHS thanks each of you for being a part of our family and would have you remember, no matter where the road of life might take you, like the 
Dirks, many of your stories lead back to the halls of St. Mary’s Central High School, where the legacy of nurturing sharp intellects, strong bodies, 
and full hearts continues. Mary, Queen of Victory…Pray for Us!  
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Pat and Mary Dirk 
Tuition Assistance Scholarship

Scholarships



Red Jackson loved sports and, in particular, the student athlete.  His life was a 
reflection of his passion for both sports and academics.  He was born in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota to a large family with little means for a private education.  

Despite the families financial limitation, Red was able to receive a quality Catholic 
education through the generosity of others. This ethos of the Christian faith shaped 
Red’s commitment to pay-it-forward: to help other young athletes achieve an 
education through sports.

Like many young people, Red’s love of organized sports and competition kept him in 
school. He realized that sports could be used to motivate a student to complete their 
education and even excel. After graduating from the University of North Dakota, he 
took a position at St. Mary’s High School in Devils Lake as a teacher and coach.  Soon 
after, he moved his young family to Bismarck and became a lifelong supporter of St. 
Mary’s Central High School. For more than 35 years, he devoted his time and talent to 
the school and the diocese at large. 

A member of our St. Mary’s family, Laurence “Larry” Schulz was called 
home by our Savior, Jesus Christ on March 19th, 2016. Larry was a 
loyal supporter and fan of St. Mary’s Central High School. Chances are 
if you attended a SMCHS sporting event in the last couple of decades 
you know Larry Schulz. He was a faithful member of the “Die Hards” 
found cheering at every Saints sporting event. He also served in various 
positions on the Booster Club Board and was a dedicated salesman of the 
Big Blue Pass for many years.  Larry did not graduate from SMCHS but 
we’d like to think that in his heart he’ll always be a Saint on earth as he is 
now in Heaven.  

The Larry Schulz Memorial Scholarship was initiated by Larry’s loving 
wife of 49 years, Jerri. Larry’s legacy of goodness, hope and love will live 
on through his children Bryan (’86), Richard (’89)  and Jodi (’92) all 
whom graduated from St. Mary’s Central High School. Mary, Queen of 
Victory...pray for us!
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Please choose the fund for your donation:
_____General Tuition Assistance Scholarship Fund               _____Pat & Mary Dirk Tuition Assistance Scholarship Fund
_____ Red Jackson Tuition Assistance Scholarship Fund      _____Larry Schultz Tuition Assistance  Scholarship Fund
_____ Other (full list of scholarships available at smchs.org/scholarships)           

________________Total Gift Amount     ______ Paid in full       ______ Monthly payments

Signature:_________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________________

State: _______________________________ Zip:_________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________

Please note: This form is to designate donations to the newly 
established scholarship funds or the general scholarship fund. 
Donations for the capital campaign will open to the public this fall.

Mail to: 
Light of Christ Catholic Schools
Attn: Mission Advancement
1025 N. 2nd Street
Bismarck, ND 58501

Donate Online Now:
lightofchristschools.org

Red Jackson 
Scholarship
Benefitting SMCHS Athlete 
Tuition Assistance

Benefitting SMCHS Athlete 
Tuition Assistance

Larry 
Schultz 
Scholarship

John “Red” Jackson: 1933-2015

Register to receive regular campaign updates at

KEEPTHEPROMISE.NET

Larry Schultz: 1945-2016

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

I/We pledge to support Light of Christ Catholic Schools.

If you recognize the important role sports and faith can play in a young person’s life, please contribute to these funds. 
Both scholarships are managed by Light of Christ Office of Mission Advancement.
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We would be honored to pray for you! We are beginning a new SMCHS Mass 
intentions program for the 2016-2017 school year. If you have a special intention 
that you would like us to pray for, you can request it at smchs.org/smchs-mass 
and your intention will be remembered at the next monthly high school Mass. 

We encourage you to let us know about graduates, friends and family that pass 
away so we can include them in our prayers. 

Submit your intentions online:
smchs.org/smchs-mass
Email:
nweisbeck@lightofchristschools.org
Call:
701.354.7062

Mass IntentionsSMCHS

SMCHS graduate and 
diocesan seminarian 
Deacon Doug Krebs 
was ordained to the 
holy priesthood on 
Tuesday, May 31st at 
the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit in Bismarck.

SMCHS graduate Kayla Rose Miller (Pictured with her father, Bryan Miller) entered into formation 
in September of 2014 as a novice. In November of 2015, she received her first veil. In November 

of 2016, she will be taking her first vows. Her official religious name is Sister Mary Mother of the 
Church. She is a member of the Servants of the Lord & Virgin of Matara (Servidoras).Photo credit: Deacon Joe Krupinsky

CornerVocations
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Light of Christ Catholic Schools has purchased the RenWeb Home 
app for all enrolled families in the 2016-2017 school year. This handy 
app provides access to the features in your RenWeb account via the 
easy-to-use mobile app. Parents and students will have instant access 
to school and academic information including grade books, online 
lunch payments, lunch menus, school calendars and more!

New RenWeb App for Enrolled Families

New for 
2016-2017!

• The app is available for parents and students. Download the RenWeb Home app and then log in with your existing RenWeb 
login and password. (As a reminder, the District Code is LC-ND.)

• You will have access to the calendars for the schools where you have enrolled students. As an added security measure for our 
students, our school calendars are only available to enrolled families. There is a public version of the high school calendar 
posted on smchs.org, which only includes events that are open to the public. As an enrolled family, you will always have full 
access to your school’s RenWeb calendar, in the app or online.

• Check out the option to add a calendar item directly to your phone’s calendar! In one click, a calendar item can be directly 
imported into your phone’s calendar. 

• This is the same RenWeb Home app that was available with a fee last year. For the 2016-2017 school year, we are pleased to 
offer this app to all families at no cost. (Reimbursement is not available for previously purchased apps.)

Enjoy the easy access to your school information with this app in the school year ahead! 

2016 SMCHS Reunions

Class of 1961 –  55 Year Reunion
September 16-17
Contact: Bill Chaussee, 220-6600
Mass at 4pm, tour to follow

Class of 1966 –  50 Year Reunion
SMCHS Tour: August 6 at 10:00 am
Contact: Cheryl Miller, 701-258-6732
Visit: bis.midco.net/bhs_smchs66/

Class of 1976 –  40 Year Reunion
To be combined with SMCHS Homecoming, 
the weekend of Sept. 24. Check our website 
under “reunions” for additional information 
soon, but plan to come back home to celebrate!

Class of 1986 –  30 Year Reunion
Saturday, July 16
SMCHS Tour at 10am
Mass at 4pm with Msgr. Thomas Richter
Contact: Pam Leier, 701-371-2123

Class of 1996 –  20 Year Reunion
July 15 – 17
Saturday, July 16 - SMCHS Tour at 10am
Contact: Sara Richter, 701-258-1659
Check out the SMCHS Class of 96 facebook 
page for more details.

Saturday, September 24 • 6:30pm | Saints Homecoming Football Game vs. Trinity at Bismarck Community Bowl

More details will be posted at smchs.org

St. Mary’s Central High School’s Hall of Fame was created to recognize alumni, 
faculty and staff, and friends and benefactors who, during and/or after their time 
at SMCHS achieved a level of excellence deserving of recognition in Athletics, Fine 
Arts, in their personal endeavors, and in their support of St. Mary’s Central High 
School.

The 2016 Hall of Fame inductees will be posted soon on smchs.org/hall-of-fame.

The 2016 Hall of Fame will be held on
Friday, September 23.
5:30 pm Social • 6:15 pm Banquet
Ramada Hotel (old Doublewood Inn)
1400 E Interchange Ave, Bismarck.

Banquet tickets are $25 per person.
Call 354-7067 for more information on Hall of Fame or to purchase banquet tickets.

2016 Hall of Fame Reunions

ALUMNI: Please update your
contact information!

Online: smchs.org/alumni  • Call: 701.354.7062

Whether you are an alumni, alumni parent, or friend of SMCHS, please 
update your information to ensure the school has accurate records.

Update your contact info online or call us with your current information.

We now have a dedicated resource to assist with
SMCHS alumni relations, reunions & special events.

Contact Valerie Jundt at 701.471.3312
or email vjundt@lightofchristschools.org for assistance or questions! 



Invite your friends and family to 
join us at Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools!

Registration is now open for Pre-K, 
Kindergarten, Grades 1-6, 7th & 8th 
Grade Academy or High School. 

Join our community of families 
with a strong conviction in the 
importance of a high-quality, safe, 
secure and faith-filled education. 

Financial assistance may be available. 

Apply online now at
lightofchristschools.org
or call 354-7067 for more details.

Sign up to receive our monthly e-newsletters! 

lightofchristschools.org/spirit-newsletter 
Add info@lightofchristschools.org to your contacts and look for our e-news each month!

Why Light of Christ Catholic Schools?
Why is Catholic education important? It is important for the same reason as it was in 1878, when Father 
Chrysostom Foffa, OSB, and a handful of Benedictine Sisters stood on the central North Dakota prairie 
and organized the first school in the Bismarck, Dakota Territory. It is important for the same reason today 
as it will be for generations to come.

A Catholic education invests in the whole student, mind, body and soul. Faith is at the center of 
everything we do.

It is an extension of family life, supporting parents and grandparents by reinforcing the Catholic beliefs 
they teach at home.

Students live and breathe the Sacrament on a daily basis.

It is celebrating the Eucharist weekly with classmates and teachers.

It is prayer when classes begin, before game balls are tossed, when a student needs support.

It is excellence in academics that fortifies faith and creates a strong moral and ethical foundation.

It is sporting programs that emphasize integrity and fair play.

It is music and art filling the hallways and concert venues to glorify God.

Quietly and loudly, it radically changes lives in a meaningful way. Its impact in our community, our state, 
our country is too enormous to grasp. It is Christ at Work.

1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

LIGHTOFCHRISTSHOOLS.ORG

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED


